Willow Dene Oakmere Road
KEY STAGE 4

About Key Stage 4
Key Stage 4 is when children are in Year 10 until Year 11, when they leave Willow Dene. Some things change but
many aspects of the curriculum and the way children’s day is organised remain the same. This booklet explains
elements of Key Stage 4 that are new or different.
In Key Stage 4, children prepare for their futures beyond school. The successes and achievements of previous years are capitalised on
to plan a clear progression of skills for life as an adult. Children are offered the opportunity to focus on areas of interest and strength,
through accredited learning, while maintaining a broad and balanced curriculum, which provides a purposeful and coherent learning
pathway.
In Key Stage 4 there are opportunities for children to make a meaningful and positive contribution to their immediate and wider
communities, with a focus on the ability to transfer and generalise skills between school, home and the wider world. Our high
expectations and aspirations for every child are embedded in the curriculum.
Throughout Key Stage 4 we:
● Promote pupil voice that will shape an individual’s own provision
● Capitalise on and utilise advances in technology
● Actively involve parents in aspirations for their child

Accreditation
Children in Key Stage 4 will access the AQA Unit Award Scheme.
Units will be personalised for each child. The pathway of each
child's Unit Award Scheme will be decided between the
children, parents and class teachers, based on children's
interests, strengths and aspirations.
Units can be chosen from four broad areas of focus:
● Creative - including photography, digital media, sculpture,
painting and drawing, music and drama.
● Life Skills - including technology, using English and
mathematics, access and autonomy, independence, safety
awareness and developing a healthy lifestyle.
● Physical - including dance, physical skills acquisition,
outward bounds and adventure, team games and
swimming.
● Citizenship and PSHE - including relationships out & about,
leisure time, play skills and making a positive contribution.

Futures Mapping and Positive Contribution
'Futures mapping' includes vocational
experience and leisure time activities. This
aims to involve children in the planning
process, to challenge them and allow greater
autonomy and choice about their chosen
areas of interest. Futures mapping will look
different for each child.
During Key Stage 4, we focus on how our children
make a positive contribution to their communities.
This aspect of the curriculum recognises and
celebrates what children can individually and
collectively offer the community, and what the
community can offer to them. It supports our ethos of
being both a valued and valuable member of society.
This may take the form of events or opportunities to
take part in volunteering, charity work or fundraising.

Preparing for the future
At the beginning of year 10, in the autumn term,
there will be the chance for you to meet
individually with someone from the The Royal
Borough of Greenwich SEND Assessment and
Review Team. They will spend time talking to
you about your child, their needs and your
aspirations for their future.
Staff from Willow Dene who know your child well can
provide support in this meeting. It can also involve other
professionals that are part of your child's life. We will be
sending you more details about this meeting closer to the
time.

What to Expect
The timeline below shows how the specific elements of Key Stage 4 are organised in each term.
The bottom row contains elements that specifically involve parents, carers and families to support planning their child's future.
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If you would like to find out more or meet our team,
visit our website or contact us:
: www.willowdene.greenwich.sch.uk
* contact@willowdeneschool.co.uk
( 0208 854 9841
You can also follow Willow Dene School on Twitter:
twitter.com/WillowDeneSch
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